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Cultural Relations of Bactrian and Indus Greeks with West

V)

Muzaffar Ahmad
ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Keywords: Apart from a handful of references in Greek and Latin historical sources, the written history of
Bactria Greeks of Bactria and Hindus (Indus Valley) is still wanting. This absence of written historical
Hindus sources is the main obstacle in understanding the nature and scope of their cultural connectivity with
Indus the West, particularly Greece and her colonies. This lacuna cannot be filled with the help of
Greeks Bactrian or Hindusian Greeks’ coinage alone. Archaeological discoveries, when combined with
Archaeology available historical references can answer this waxed question to some extent as well.
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Now Doubios is a land excellent in
every respect and especially blessed
with a healthy climate and
abundance of good water; and from
Theodosiopolis it is removed a
journey of eight days. In that region
there are plains suitable for riding,
and many very populous villages are
situated in very close proximity to
one  another, and  numerous
merchants conduct their business in
them. For from India and the
neighbouring regions of Iberia and
from practically all the nations of
Persia and some of those under

Roman sway they bring in
merchandise and carry on their
dealings with each other there

(Procopius, History of the wars, 2,
25, 1-3; transl. by H. B. Dewing).
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“The diffusion of the above
mentioned objects can also imply
that Parthian, Bactrian and Indian
merchants had set up trading
stations along the Oxus that were
used for shipment of ivory and
other articles on their way from
India to Bactria and Margiana.
From here these goods were
shipped to Chorasmia along the
Oxus, and from Margiana they
were transported along the Great
Indian Road across the southern
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There are grounds for linking the
appearance ~ of  silver  phalerae,
silverware and also green-glazed
pottery in burials with the historical
events between 145 and 120 BC, which
happened after the fall of the Graeco-
Bactrian Kingdom and the movement
of waves of the nomads westwards and
the numerous collisions of the nomads
with Parthia on its eastern and
northeastern borders, recorded by
written sources (Treister 2018:55;
2012: 93-95).
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Caucasus and the Euxine Pontus
to the northern Black Sea region.
The finds at Olbia of carved ivory
bearing the image of a Parthian
nobleman and imitations of
Greco-Bactrian coins along the
northern Black Sea coast, and
Sanabares’ coins minted in
Margiana found in the Kura
valley in Georgia are links in a
chain and testifies to the
movement of goods along the
Great Indian Road.”
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To the present day ancient drachmae
are current in Barygaza, coming from
this country, bearing inscriptions in
Greek letters, and the devices of those
who  reigned  after  Alexander,
Apollodorus [sic] and Menander. —
Periplus, ch. 47.
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Isn’t this the Greek girl called
Karpiiraturistha who is deeply loved by
our dear friend Varahadasa, the son of
the honourable S ' ardalavarman, whose
name is blessed? She holds a goblet
with three fingers which is turned to the
mock moon (her face), and, by holding
up her earring, its reflection dancing
across the surface of her cheek, she is,
as it were, carrying on her shoulder the
moon swinging to and fro with its
beams. After spreading out the long
liana of her tresses with her nails that
Greek girl contemplates her face in the
drink, her eyes glancing sideways,
resembling those of the Cakora bird. As
though it were lacquer, she tries to
remove the colour of love, which had
risen to both her cheeks, which are
white and very delicate, like the blooms
of the Bassia Latifolia. (S ' yamilaka,
115. [111] = 116.[112])

I understand that a yavani courtesan, a
female monkey and a female dancer, a
man of Malava and one addicted to
amorous passion, a donkey and a
singer, all have a common nature . . . .
But she also is indeed my friend. (S '
yamilaka, 111-112)-

But I should not accost her. For who
will listen to the yavani courtezan’s
words which are like the chattering of a
monkey, full of shrill sounds and of
indistinguishable ~ consonants,  and
which are interspersed with the display
of the forefingers? (S ' yamilaka, 111—

112).
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Journal of Archaeohistorical Studies is aimed at
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interests in advancing their knowledge about
archaeohistory of the Old World. This quarterly
journal publishes original research on socio-
religious and socio-cultural evolution across the
Old World throughout the archaeohistorical time
scale. Evolving horizons of settlement patterns,
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Manuscripts can go to any length but it is Chief
Editor”’s right to edit them to a smaller size.
Double spacing is not required. Footnotes should
be avoided generally but can be added if
inevitable. Manuscripts submitted to the JAHS
should be comprised of an article title, Author”s
names and contact details. (It should also
include) abstract of 150-250 words, up to 5
keywords, suitable for online search purposes.
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electronic files. Line drawings should be created
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Permissions
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